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Telling tales

Children tell tales, tattle , dob or tell on other people. It is a common problem. It can have an adverse effect on the child because they will become 
unpopular with other children and it can also cause their tales not to be heard by the adults. There is an element of crying wolf with tale telling.
When something is really wrong and they need help it might be hard to listen or believe.

Children do sometimes do this because they struggle to problem solve themselves and just want to pass on that information for an adult to sort 
out. It might be that you need to work more on their problem solving skills which you can do with the scenarios you create for this resource. How 
would they sort this out without telling or is this really beyond their control? How does it affect them? Is this really dangerous? Is this unsafe? 

Children need to understand the difference between reporting something wrong, something dangerous or something that is a real problem that 
they can’t sort themselves, to telling tales on minor issues, things they could sort themselves, telling on others to feel good in themselves or 
things that might make them unpopular with others.

These thought filter pockets will help pupils to sort out the difference between reporting something to the adult or dealing with it themselves. 

Dealing with it themselves might be as simple as letting it go if it doesn’t affect them. If someone is breaking a minor rule or making a mistake
and it doesn’t affect them then do they really need to tell anyone? If someone is sticking their tongue out at someone else and they see it, do they 
really need to tell? If someone cuts in the line and it doesn’t affect them, does it really matter? Do they really need to tell?

Make up the pockets, write scenarios in the thought bubbles, ones that are personal to the child work best. Read through the questions at the top
and decide whether this scenario should be reported to an adult or not. 
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Cut out the pockets and fold the flaps inwards and stick them to the next sheet where indicated.

Write scenarios that the child has encountered onto the thought bubbles. Help them sort between the two filters 
by putting the bubbles into the red pocket or green pocket. Should they tell or can they sort this out themselves?



Stick your RED pocket here Stick your GREEN pocket here

Is it kind? Is someone in 
danger?

Will it lose 
me friends?Will it make people 

not like me?

Am I in danger?

Does this look 
like bullying?

Is someone stopping 
me from working?

Am I doing this 
to feel good?

Did someone just 
make a mistake?Is it very important?

Is someone hurt?

Am I hurt? Can I solve this 
problem myself?

Am I being 
mean?

I can use my thinking 
skills to decide…
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Does it 
affect me?

Am I trying to 
get someone in 

trouble?




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

